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What are the Aims of Richard Waynforth Trust?
The Richard Waynforth Trust dates back to 1740 and was established to support Quakers experiencing hardship. It takes the form of an ethically managed endowment fund, from which the income is available for grant making each year.
Over the centuries it has evolved and in 2025 its scope was widened to allow grants to be made to non-Quakers.
Today there are three types of grant available from the trust.
1 - Grants to Quakers
Applications for individual grants are invited from members and attenders of three Quaker area Meetings, Ipswich & Diss, Norfolk & Waveney & South-East Anglia, which covers north Essex.
Applications for no more than £2,000 can be made at any time and will usually be dealt with by the grant panel within one week. Quaker applications need to be made on the Quaker application form, endorsed by your local Meeting,  and emailed to Robert@robertashton.co.uk who is clerk to the grant panel.
Grants to Quakers can cover immediate personal costs, such as:
· household bills (e.g., food, essential clothing, rent/mortgage payments, utilities, children’s toys, school books, or uniforms)
· essential home refurbishment (e.g., doors/floors/windows, heating, disabled facilities, kitchens) 
· household items and electrical appliances
· mobility and disability aids (e.g., electrically powered vehicles, stair lifts, hearing aids, spectacles) 
· training to get back to work (e.g., course fees, travel expenses, examination fees) 
· respite care or personal care for 4 weeks in any one year
· personal computing equipment and software including smart phones, broadband connection for one year to enable access to essential modern communication methods
· transport where appropriate, or occasional travel to Meetings for Worship for up to 24 occasions each calendar year
· emergency travel 
· attendance at Quaker training courses or events, not covered by AM or LM funds

Normally, only one grant per year can be awarded, although in exceptional circumstances, the grant panel may approve a subsequent grant. 

2 - Grants for Britain Yearly Meeting, Junior Yearly Meeting and Yearly Meeting Gathering, Young Friends’ General Meeting or European and Middle East Section (FWCC) gatherings
The Trust believes that no member or attender should be constrained by financial reasons from attending Britain Yearly Meeting (BYM), Junior Yearly Meeting (JYM) and Yearly Meeting Gathering (YMG), YFGM or FWCC-EMES gatherings. Applications should be made using the form specifically for such applications and not that for general grants.
3 - Grants to non-Quakers
The trustees are now able to award grants to non-Quakers, and wish to do this via three formal grants rounds each year. The panel will meet in March, July and November, with the deadline for applications being the first day of the month during which the panel will meet.
Applications are invited from charities, social enterprises and community projects that:
· Are based within 10 miles of a Quaker Meeting in Norfolk, Suffolk or north Essex
· Make a difference to the lives of local people who are living with disadvantage
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Are for no more than £2,000
· Are supported by a member of the local Quaker Meeting

We want our grants to make a difference, so the support of a local Quaker is will carry more weight with our grant panel than the legal structure or recent accounts. We will expect the Quaker supporting your application to be content that your organisation operates ethically and has appropriate registrations and policies. 
One of our Quaker goals is to live adventurously, and so we welcome applications from projects not yet robust enough to seek funding from other, larger grant makers.
